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TAGS: CH, UR 

SUBJ: SOVIETS RELEASE SOME CHINESE: RUMOR AND DENIAL 

1. PAKISTANI DCM KHAN TOLD SEVERAL DIPLOMATS LAST WEEK THAT 
HE HAD "HEARD” THAT THE SOVIETS RESPONDED TO THE CHINESE 
RELEASE OF THE HELICOPTER CREW BY RELEASING FOUR CHINESE, 
PRESUMABLY SOLDIERS, WHO WERE BEING HELD IN THE SOVIET PAR 
EAST. IN A LATER CONVERSATION WITH EMBOPF, KHAN SAID 

THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT TWO OTHER CHINESE HAD BEEN RELEASED 
ALTER THE INITIAL FOUR. KHAN WOULD NOT IDENTIFY HIS SOURCE, 

BUT SAID THE STORY WAS PASSED TO HIM AS SOMETHING WHICH 
"EVERYONE KNEW." HE INTERPRETED THE MOVE AS A SOVIET GESTURE 
OP STRICT RECIPROCITY POR PEKING'S RELEASE, BUT HE WOULD 
NOT VOUCH FOR THE RELIABILITY OF HIS SOURCE. 
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2. SOVIET MPA CHINA DESK OPFICER KIREYEV TOLD EMBOPP 
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ON JANUARY 23 THAT THE STORY WAS UNFOUNDED. HE SAID THAT 
HE KNEW OF NO SUCH SOVIET RELEASE RECENTLY. 

3. COMMENT. SINCE WE DO NOT KNOW THE SOURCE OF THE ORI- 
GINAL STORY, WE CANNOT COMMENT ON ITS LIKELY VERACITY, 

BUT THE SETTING IN WHICH IT WAS PASSED SHOULD GUARANTEE 
THAT IT WILL SURFACE IN DIPLOMATIC AND PERHAPS PRESS 
REPORTING. SUCH A MOVE BY MOSCOW WOULD NOT BE IMPLAUSIBLE, BUT 
FOR IT TO BE A RECIPROCAL GESTURE THE SOVIETS WOULD, OF 
COURSE, HAVE TO PUBLICIZE IT. 
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